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MARCH 2008

Chief Justice Daniel Eismann presents the Kramer Award to Dan Kessler.

Kessler Receives Kramer Award 
Dan Kessler, the Trial Court Administrator in Idaho’s 3rd Judicial
District, is the recipient of the Idaho Judiciary’s Kramer Award.  
The award is presented annually to recognize excellence in judicial
administration.  Kessler is the longest serving of Idaho’s current trial
court administrators, having held his position since 1989. 

The Kramer Award is annually presented to a nominee who best 
exemplifies excellence in judicial administration, by character and
action.  The award is named for former Blaine County District Judge
Douglas Kramer who was widely recognized during his years on the
bench for his contributions to the improvement of the administration 
of the Idaho courts.

District and magistrate judges in the 3rd Judicial District joined
Administrative District Judge Gregory Culet in nominating Kessler 
for the administrative excellence award.  All agree that “there is no 
one in the judicial branch that is more dedicated and hard working
than Dan.”  The judges noted that his humility, common sense, and
knowledge of court procedures and practices have contributed to his
ability to oversee the explosive caseload growth the 3rd District has
experienced in the past few years.  

Kessler has been with the 3rd District Court for 18 years.  In his 
distinguished 35 year career he served as District Court Administrator
with the Wisconsin Supreme Court (1984-1989) and held several
positions with the Colorado Judicial Department (1972-1984).  
Prior to his judicial career he served in the United States Army and
was honorably discharged in 1972.  Kessler graduated cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Education from Indiana State University
in 1969.  He is a member of the National Association for Court
Management and an active participant in his community.

Court of Appeals Report Accepted 
The Supreme Court has accepted the report and recommendations of
the Task Force it appointed to assess the Idaho Court of Appeals for
“the next quarter century and beyond.”  The Task Force, chaired by
University of Idaho College of Law Dean and former Court of Appeals
Judge Don Burnett, addressed personnel, technology and space needs,
among other issues, that are facing the Court of Appeals.

The Task Force report noted that over the last quarter century, the
caseload of the Court of Appeals has increased dramatically, but the
number of members of the Court – three judges – has not changed.
Twenty-five years ago the Court handled approximately 200 cases per
year.  Today it is charged with deciding more than 500 cases annually. 

The report said, “…the time has arrived for renewed attention to the
needs of Idaho’s appellate court system.  The progress stimulated by the
successful innovation of 1982 – the creation of an assignment-based,
caseload-sharing Court of Appeals – is now endangered…the Court as
an institution is under stress, striving to prevent erosion of quality and
timeliness under relentless caseload pressure.” 

The complete Task Force report is available online at:
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/legislat.htm 
Chief Justice Daniel Eismann has convened an implementation
committee to begin working on the recommendations. 

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/legislat.htm
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Rep. JoAn Wood and Burt Butler Recognized
State Representative JoAn Wood of Rigby was recently honored with the 2008 Patricia
Kempthorne Award.  Former Idaho First Lady Patricia Kempthorne presented the award 
to Representative Wood for her tireless efforts to educate her peers in the legislature 
about the importance of treatment and rehabilitation for those in the criminal 
justice system.  

In addition, the award acknowledged the role her leadership played in the creation of 
a state-funded pilot project in District 7 to provide community-based services for 
offenders who would otherwise be sentenced to prison.  

Also honored by the Region VII Substance Abuse Advisory Council was Trial Court
Administrator Burt Butler.  Butler was honored for his compassion, ethics, and vision in
improving both the judicial and human services system throughout all areas of the 
7th District.  Butler has been instrumental in expanding access to substance abuse 
and mental health services as well as a variety of supportive services for individuals 
and families.  

The Region VI Substance Abuse Advisory Council recognized Barry Jones, long-time
member of the Statewide Drug Court and Mental Health Court Coordinating Committee, 
for his determination and commitment to help those seeking to find a life in substance abuse
recovery as well as for his longstanding advocacy of services for those struggling 
with addiction.

Memorial Service

Held for Judges,

Attorneys
The annual memorial service for deceased
Idaho judges and attorneys was held on
March 20 at the Idaho Supreme Court
Courtroom in Boise.  A reception 
immediately followed the ceremony.

Chief Justice Daniel Eismann opened the
service.  The invocation and benediction 
were delivered by Reverend Aaron Beaty.
Richard Hall showed a video tribute to Perce
Hall.  A memorial address was delivered by
Richard Fields followed by remarks from
Supreme Court Justice Jim Jones.  Resolutions
written by attorneys and judges were read.
The Vallivue High School Choir – Chorale
Edition, directed by Ron Curtis, performed
two musical selections.  Law clerks of the
Idaho Supreme Court were ushers.

Rep. JoAn Wood and District 7 Trial Court Administrator Burt Butler
were honored for their work on substance abuse treatment.

Judges

John C. Hohnhorst

Monte B. Carlson

Arnold T. Beebe

Merlin S. Young

James G. Towles

Daniel L. Alban

Ralph W. Hadfield

Attorneys

Eli Rapaich

Jayson Holladay

Carolyn Kay Justh

Richard B. Kading

Thomas W. Feeney

Janice Hamilton

Perce Hall

Richard H. Seeley

Jerry V. Jensen

Dwaine L. Welch

Harold Q. “Pete” Noack

George C. Detweiler

Frank E. Chalfant, Jr.

Dale L. Smith

Glenn A. Coughlan

C. Robert Yost

Kenneth Randall

Among  t ho s e  r emembe red  we r e :
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Three Judges Announce Retirement
Three long-time Idaho jurists, a District Judge and two Magistrate
Judges, have announced their retirements.

6th Judicial District Judge Don Harding, a judge in Caribou, 
Bear Lake, Franklin, and Oneida Counties for more than 13 years, 
will retire effective June 30.  Judge Harding plans to assume senior
judge status. 

Power County Magistrate Judge Mark Beebe will retire July 1, 2008.
Judge Beebe has served for 22 years and plans to assume senior
judge status.  In a statement he said, “I am very proud to have been 
a judge of the judiciary of this state, because I truly believe that the
Idaho Judiciary is as good as it gets in America in terms of the 
individual judges, the administration and the institutional structure.”

Latah County Magistrate Judge William Hamlett has announced his
retirement effective September 30, 2008, when he will become a
senior judge.

Congratulations, Judges Harding, Beebe, and Hamlett. 

Jones Selected
for National
Board 
Anita Engstrom Jones,
the Family Court Services
Coordinator in the 5th
Judicial District, has been
selected to serve a five
year term on the
National Board of
Directors for the Council
for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related
Educational Programs
(CACREP).

CACREP was organized in 1981 as the accrediting agency responsible
for reviewing and evaluating counseling and student affairs practices

in higher education programs against a set of nationally recognized
standards. The organization defines the knowledge and skills required
for entry into the profession and advocates that these requirements be
implemented by the programs offering counseling and student affairs
practice degrees.

As an independent agency, recognized by the Council for Higher
Education Accreditation to accredit master's degree programs,
CACREP focuses on:

� career counseling 

� college counseling 

� community counseling 

� gerontological counseling 

� marital, couple, and family counseling/therapy

� mental health counseling 

� school counseling 

� student affairs 

� doctoral degree programs 

� counselor education and supervision 

Jones’ responsibilities involve education, counseling and consulting 
in child custody issues.  She provides services to eight counties and 
11 magistrate judges and is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor,
Marriage and Family Specialist, and Master Addictions Counselor.
Jones is also a member of the American Counseling Association,
National Board of Certified Counselors, American Association of
Conciliatory Courts, and the Association of Counselor Education 
and Supervision.  She also serves on local and community 
committees.

Anita Engstrom Jones 
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Judge Burton Retires
Kootenai County Magistrate Judge Robert Burton retired February,
2008 after 17 years of service as a magistrate judge.

In 2002, Judge Burton was instrumental in establishing Kootenai
County’s system of directing all juvenile cases to one judge rather than
dividing the juvenile caseload amongst judges. While maintaining his
criminal caseload, he handled all of the adoptions, terminations,
guardianships, and conservatorships cases. The system proved to be
highly effective, as the juvenile cases were handled more expeditiously
and with a greater level of consistency. 

Judge Burton has made a positive mark on the lives of many through-
out his career, and he is most grateful for having had the opportunity
to accomplish juvenile work. While his work is widely praised by
parents, school administrators and probation officers, it’s the children
themselves that Judge Burton is pleased to have influenced. 

“I’ve received letters and had kids coming in to see me to say 
‘thank you for saving my life,’” said Judge Burton. “That is the 
most gratifying.”

Judge Burton was raised in Kootenai County and can oftentimes be
found fishing Idaho’s rivers and lakes. He is enjoying extra time 
with family members and his wife, Jeanette, who is a victim witness
coordinator. 

Judge Burton is also serving as a Senior Judge.  

Candidates Named in Ada County
The Magistrates Commission of the 4th Judicial District has announced
the applicants for the vacant Ada County Magistrate Judge position.
The candidates are vying to fill the vacancy created by Judge Timothy
Hansen’s appointment as a District Judge.

The candidates are: 

� Christian Collins  Boise

� Ann Cosho Boise

� Larry Dunn Boise

� Maurice Ellsworth Boise

� Jesse James Eagle

� Ty Ketlinski Meridian

� Charles King Meridian

� Michael Lojek Boise

� Robert Luce  Boise

� John Meienhofer Boise

� George Patterson Boise

� Craig Steveley  Boise

JUDICIAL LEADERSHIP 

Judge Sticklen Named President of District
Judges’ Association
4th District Judge Kathryn A. Sticklen is serving a two-year term as
president of the Idaho District Judges Association. The association
administers laws as they are passed, and interfaces with legislators,
county commissioners, and the Supreme Court, as appropriate.  
“Our primary goal is to make sure the law is administered fairly,
promptly, and properly,” said Judge Sticklen, who also attends and
votes at the quarterly meetings of the Administrative Conference.  
“It’s a very beneficial collaboration,” she added.

Judge Sticklen was born and raised in Salt Lake City.  Upon 
graduation from the University of Utah College of Law in 1976, 

and passing both the Utah and Idaho bar examinations that same
year, she moved to Boise where she practiced in the field of general
civil litigation.

In 1998 she was elected to the 4th District bench, replacing the 
Hon. Robert G. Newhouse.  She presides over a civil calendar in 
Ada County and handles both civil and criminal cases in Boise County.
She served as the presiding judge of the Ada County Drug Court in
2000-2001 and has served for many years on the Idaho Supreme
Court’s Appellate Rules Committee, and the Idaho State Bar’s Bar
Examination Preparation Committee. During her off hours, she enjoys
spending time in Idaho’s scenic outdoors.
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Clerks and Judges Hold Conference
The 2008 Clerks and Judges Conference was held
on February 4, 2008.  All administrative district
judges, elected clerks, and trial court administrators
were invited to attend.  The focus of the program
was effective third branch leadership.  Chief Justice
Daniel Eismann welcomed participants.  Nationally
recognized consultant Dr. Dan Straub served as
faculty.  Participants engaged in district roundtable
discussions on a variety of leadership competencies.

The Idaho Supreme Court hosted a dinner that
evening where participants enjoyed remarks from
Chief Justice Eismann, Justice Roger Burdick, Justice
Jim Jones, Justice Warren Jones, and Justice Joel
Horton.  John Peay, Director of Information Systems,
reported on the status of court technology projects.
Finally, Patti Tobias reported on the Court’s legisla-
tive priorities.  The conference was a great success.

Please mark your calendars for next
year’s Clerks and Judges Conference
scheduled for February 2, 2009.

Alcohol/Drug Dependency
Conference Set 
Idaho’s 24th annual Conference on Alcohol and
Drug Dependency is scheduled for May 19 – 22 at
Boise State University.  A comprehensive program 
is planned, including a special public policy panel
discussion and “town hall meeting” opportunity to
interact with national and state policy makers
regarding issues related to access and quality of
substance abuse treatment and how such issues 
are handled as a matter of public policy.

While the Supreme Court does not have funds to
support districts’ participation, sponsors hope that
some district judges may be able to access local
resources in order to attend.  The program,
available at http://www.attendicadd.com, features
a number of outstanding presenters and many
important topics.

Magistrate judges and trial court administrators
should plan to attend the Children and Families
Institute and the Magistrate Judges Institute 
that week.

Orientation Held for New Judges 
The 2008 New Judges Orientation included the largest class in recent history with seventeen new judges participating, including seven district 

judges and ten magistrate judges.  It was a very diverse and impressive group of individuals who bring promise of great service to the judiciary 
and the people of Idaho.  The group was treated to an engaging and knowledgeable faculty and the evaluations were glowing.

Pictured from left to right: (back row) Hon. David Nye, District Judge, 6th District; Hon. Steven Thomsen, Magistrate Judge, Bannock County; Hon. Mick Hodges, Magistrate Judge, Cassia County; 
Hon. Dan Steckel, Magistrate Judge, Ada County; Hon. Tom Kershaw, Magistrate Judge, Twin Falls County; Hon. Jason Walker, Magistrate Judge, Camas County; Hon. Dan Grober, Magistrate Judge,

Owyhee County; Hon. Robert Crowley, Magistrate Judge, Jefferson County; Hon. Tim Hansen, District Judge, 4th District and Hon. Joel Tingey, District Judge, 7th District 
(front row, left to right) Hon. Jeff Payne, Magistrate Judge, Idaho County; Hon. James Stow, Magistrate Judge, Kootenai County; Hon. Patrick Owen, District Judge, 4th District; Hon. Randy Stoker, 

District Judge, 5th District and Hon. John Hawley, Magistrate Judge, Ada County. Also in attendance but not included in the photograph were Hon. Tom Ryan, District Judge, 3rd District 
and Hon. Michael Crabtree, District Judge, 5th District.

http://www.attendicadd.com
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PROBLEM-SOLVING COURTS 

Mental Health Court Publication Released
The Council of State Governments Justice Center has released an
updated edition of “Improving Responses to People with Mental
Illnesses: The Essential Elements of a Mental Health Court.”

The publication is the result of many rounds of rigorous review and
describes the 10 important program elements that jurisdictions should
consider when planning, implementing, or enhancing a mental health
court.  The report is available at:
http://consensusproject.org/mhcp/essential.elements.pdf

Twin Falls Has First Graduates
The 5th Judicial District DUI Court in Twin Falls held its first graduation
March 5th. The graduation honored 17 DUI court graduates.  Norma
Jaeger, Statewide Drug Court and Mental Health Court Coordinator,
provided remarks at the ceremony.  Kevin Bechen from the Department
of Transportation, Office of Highway Safety, a major funding source of
the DUI Court Project, also attended the graduation.

Proposals Sought for Futures Sites 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is seeking to add up to six 
additional sites to its Reclaiming Futures program.  The program
enhances the capacity of juvenile courts to provide youth who enter 
the justice system because of drug and alcohol offenses with an 
appropriate response that matches accountability with overcoming
addiction.

Eligible applicants include juvenile courts; public and nonprofit
treatment agencies; and state, local, and tribal juvenile justice and
alcohol and drug abuse treatment authorities.  Successful applicants
will receive a technical assistance package valued at approximately
$180,000.  There are no grant funds.  The deadline for proposals is
April 1, 2008.  The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJJDP) has partnered with the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation through its Juvenile Drug Courts/Reclaiming Futures Program.

For additional information, see the call for proposals at:
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=19852 
For information about OJJDP's Juvenile Drug Courts/
Reclaiming Futures Program, visit:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/programs/ProgSummary.asp?pi=44

Grant Applications Being Accepted
The federal Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) is now
accepting applications for grants intended to help expand the
addiction-treatment capacity of treatment drug courts. 

Approximately 18 grants of up to $300,000 annually will be awarded
in fiscal 2008; a total of $5.4 million is available.  The purpose of the
program is to "expand and/or enhance substance abuse treatment
services to 'problem-solving' courts that use the treatment drug court
model in order to provide alcohol and drug treatment, recovery
support services supporting substance abuse treatment, screening,
assessment, case management, and program coordination to 
defendants/offenders," according to the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration.

"These SAMHSA grants for FY 2008 are directed for the expansion
and/or enhancement of substance abuse treatment court services 
in adult treatment drug courts," the agency added, noting that 
adults make up the vast majority of the criminal justice system 
population affected by addiction.  Existing treatment drug courts 
with demonstrated relationships with public and nonprofits and
community-based treatment providers may apply.  The deadline for
applications is April 10, 2008.

For more information, see the full grant announcement online, or
contact Norma Jaeger at njaeger@idcourts.net, (208) 947-7427.

http://consensusproject.org/mhcp/essential.elements.pdf
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/programs/ProgSummary.asp?pi=44
mailto:njaeger@idcourts.net
http://www.reclaimingfutures.org/
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/programs/ProgSummary.asp?pi=44
http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advisories/0802052230.aspx
http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2008/ti_08_007.aspx
http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=19852
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EMPLOYEE WELLNESS

Healthy Employees = Productivity 
Healthy employees are one of the keys to a productive and cost effective workplace.  In support of that effort, the Division of Professional-

Technical Education has unveiled Health Matters, the new statewide Idaho State Employee Wellness resource.  

Please take a few moments to visit the Health Matters website at: www.healthmatters.idaho.gov

In Re: Amendment of I.A.R. 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 27, 30 and ADOPTION 
of New Rule 30(b) - February 4, 2008 - effective March 1, 2008

In Re: Adoption of Forms Used by Court Reporters, Clerks of District Courts and 
Administrative Agencies - February 4, 2008 - effective March 1, 2008

In Re:  Amendment of Idaho Appellate Rules - January 3, 2008 - effective March 1, 2008

In Re: Amendment of Idaho Court Administrative Rules 23, 26, 27 and Adoption of New Rules 28 
and 29 - January 3, 2008, effective March 1, 2008

Additional amendments to the Idaho Appellate Rules involving the filing of transcripts have been made.  With the new tiered approach, 
it will be necessary for the Office of the Supreme Court Clerk to have an estimate of the number of pages requested so that a due date
can be set for the transcript.  With the filing of a notice of appeal or cross-appeal, this information will now be included on the clerk’s
certificate of appeal that is sent to the Supreme Court with the notices.  The parties will include this information on later requests for
additions or augmentations.  The estimated fee for the transcript has been raised from $100 to $200.  In addition, a form has been
adopted for all motions to augment, as well as motions for extensions of time filed by reporters and clerks.  A form for use in setting a
due date for a transcript estimated to be over 500 pages has also been adopted.  The forms are on the court's website for use beginning
March 1, the effective date of the order.

Amendments to Idaho Court Administrative Rules and Idaho Appellate Rules
As a result of recommendations from the Court Reporter Committee and the Administrative Conference and in a continuing effort to
ensure the timely resolution of appeals, the court has amended both the appellate rules and the court administrative rules addressing the
filing of transcripts on appeal.  The amendments require the appellant to specifically identify each court reporter from whom a transcript
is being requested in the notice of appeal, notice of cross-appeal and any motion to augment with additional transcripts, and to certify
that each of these individual reporters were served.  In addition, the rules set out a new tiered approach for due dates for transcripts
based on the number of anticipated pages.  Procedures for an extension of time to prepare a transcript and for overdue transcripts are
also set out.  The new rules are effective March 1, 2008.

New Orders & Rule Changes
For Current New Orders or Rule Changes, go to: http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm

http://www.healthmatters.idaho.gov
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rules/IARamend0208.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rules/IARamend-0208_forms.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/iar307.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rules/ICAR_ORD108.PDF
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The basic differences were designed to accommodate the new guidelines under 
ICAR rule 32.  An excerpt from rule 32 is below:

“(e) Access to Records Maintained in Electronic Form (Electronic Records).

(1) The public shall have access to the following if they exist in electronic form: 

(A) Litigant/party indexes to cases filed with the court;

(B) Listings of new case filings, including the names of the parties;

(C) The chronological case summary of events;

(D) Calendars or dockets of court proceedings, including case 
numbers and captions, date and time of hearings, and location 
of hearings and;

(E) Final judgments, orders, or decrees. Except as provided in 
paragraphs (g) and (i), the Supreme Court may provide such 
access from terminals at judicial branch facilities or on-line 
from any remote location over the Internet.

(2) The public shall not have access to the following data elements in an 
electronic case record with regard to parties or their family members:  
the first six characters of social security numbers; street addresses; 
telephone numbers; and any personal identification numbers, including 
motor vehicle operator’s license number sand financial account 
numbers.”

Also, just a reminder that we have another “security level” which can be set up 
via each local county database which would allow a user (agency) to be set up 
under “Law Enforcement” authority, which allows the user (agency) to see all 
criminal cases, all juvenile cases, and mental commitment hospitalization cases, 
as well as the warrant/no contact order/protection order listing.

We are happy to provide on line training on the usefulness of the repository 
for Law Enforcement entities, Clerks and Judges.  To schedule a session please 
contact Julie Cottrell at: jcottrell@idcourts.net or at (208) 334-2850. 

.idcourts.us

Repository Website

https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do

In January 2008 the Idaho Supreme
Court quietly opened the Repository
Website to the public.  During the past
10 weeks the site has also been 
undergoing some significant structural
and cosmetic changes, with more
changes coming.  If you have not had 
the chance to take a look at the website
recently, please do so by going to:
https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do
As you examine the new setup you will
note that now some search’s can be 
done without signing into the site as a
“secured” user.  That enables the public
to look at non-sealed case information
without a password or sign on.

If you, as a court professional, were to
make a comparison you would note that
there are significant differences in what
the general public (non-secured user) can
see when searching without a password,
and what you can see as a secured 
court user.

mailto:jcottrell@idcourts.net
https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do
https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do
https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do
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JUDICIAL/ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS
is published by the Idaho Supreme Court.

Chief Justice Daniel T. Eismann
Justice Roger S. Burdick

Justice Jim Jones
Justice Warren E. Jones

Justice Joel Horton

We are very interested in your news and information. If you
have or are aware of items that should be featured in a future
edition of Judicial/Administrative News please let us know! 

News items may be submitted for publication to Patricia Tobias:

451 West State St. 
Boise, ID 83702 

Phone: 208-334-2246
FAX: 208-947-7590

E-mail: ptobias@idcourts.net

Thanks!

Note: For the most up-to-date Judicial Calendar,
check the Judiciary’s homepage at

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm

mailto:ptobias@idcourts.net
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm
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